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ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR 
Maria Schwieter is the author of the basic and advanced medical interpreter’s courses that are offered through Medical Communications Ambassadors.  She and her colleagues doctor Chris Watson and Allison Colberg continually evaluate the course content and make updates as needed. 
Maria Schwieter has extensive experience working as a health care provider.  She has been a critical care nurse, emergency room  trauma nurse specialist, diabetes educator, CPR & ACLS instructor, a mental health counselor, and a medical interpreter. She holds Bachelors degrees in Nursing and psychology and a Masters of Science in Mental Health Counseling. She became the first trained medical interpreter in northern Indiana.  She pioneered the concept of having a comprehensive interpreter’s class in northern Indiana and was the first person to design and implement a medical interpreter’s course in St Joseph County.  She has served on the board of directors of the Midwest Association of Translators and Interpreters (MATI).  She is a member of the National Coalition of Interpreters in Health Care ( NCIHC) and the International Medical Interpreters Association (IMIA). She is also the founder and president of the Northern Indiana Medical Interpreters Association (NIMIA).  

Maria currently works in La Porte hospital as a medical interpreter and as a staff educator.  She is also the executive director of El Puente Community Center in La Porte County and works extensively with the Hispanic community as an educator, mentor, advocate and teacher. 
